
 

 

5126 Front Range Parkway, Watkins, CO 80137 P 303.512.5250                                    www.colorado-aeronautics.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
May 27, 2026 
 
 
Blythe Bailey 
Director of Transportation and Mobility, City of Boulder 
1101 Arapahoe Ave. 
Boulder, CO 80302 
 
RE:  Clarification of CDOT Aeronautics Funding Eligibility and State Grant Assurances  
 
Thank you for the time today to meet with our CDOT Division of Aeronautics team to clarify our 
Division’s grant program, specifically the state grant assurances that are incorporated into all our 
discretionary airport grants. 
 
Our Division is eager to continue collaborating with the City in maintaining the Boulder Municipal Airport 
in a safe and efficient condition.  To that end, future airport safety and pavement maintenance projects 
are eligible for our Division’s grant funding, subject to our grant assurances (attached) and each 
project’s useful life as outlined in table 1 of those assurances.  Pavement maintenance projects such as 
the one our Aeronautical Board approved for Division grant funding this past January, for example, have 
a three-year useful life, which will compel the City to maintain the airport’s operation for that time 
frame from the date of grant execution.  Projects that are more permanent or that have a more 
significant scope and cost have longer associated useful lives.  The only Aeronautics Division grant that 
could obligate the airport indefinitely would be if we assisted in funding of land acquisition. 
 
Relative to the city’s use of federal funds for airport improvements, I would note that Section 43-1-109 
(2)(C) of Colorado Revised Statutes precludes us from using our Division funds for projects that would 
otherwise be eligible for available federal funds, noting that: 
 

It is not the intent of the general assembly that the moneys available for expenditure pursuant 
to the provisions of this subsection be used to supplant any federal moneys which may be 
available to airports, governmental entities operating FAA-designated public-use airports, or 
the division pursuant to federal law. 

 
With that, our Division would not be able to fund any projects at the Boulder Municipal Airport that the 
Federal Aviation Administration determines to be eligible, and for which they would be willing to 
provide federal grant funding. 
 
I hope this information is helpful.  If you have any questions or need additional information, please 
contact me at (303)-512-5254. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
David R. Ulane, A.A.E., FRAeS 
Aeronautics Director 

5126 Front Range Parkway 

Watkins, CO 80137 

(303) 512-5250 



Appendix B  
Airport Sponsor Assurances for  

Colorado Discretionary Aviation Grant Funding 
Revised October 15, 2025 

 
 

I.APPLICABILITY 
 

a. These assurances shall be complied with by Airport Sponsors in the 
performance of all projects at airports that receive Colorado Department of 
Transportation – Division of Aeronautics (Division) Colorado Discretionary 
Aviation Grant (CDAG) funding for projects including but not limited to:  master 
planning, land acquisition, equipment acquisition or capital improvement 
projects (Project).  It is not the intent of these Assurances to expand existing 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Grant Assurances for airports included in 
the National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS); as similar assurances 
already exist for acceptance of FAA funding.  
 

b. Upon acceptance of this grant agreement these assurances are incorporated in 
and become a part thereof. 

 
II.DURATION 

 
a. The terms, conditions and assurances of the grant agreement shall remain in 

full force and effect throughout the useful life of the Project as defined in 
Table 1 (Useful Life), or if the airport for which the Project is funded ceases to 
function as a public airport, for twenty (20) years from the date of Project 
completion, whichever period is greater.  However, there shall be no limit on 
the duration of the assurances with respect to real property acquired with 
CDAG Project funds. 
 

III.COMPLIANCE 
 

a. Should an Airport Sponsor be notified to be in non-compliance with any terms 
of this agreement, they may become ineligible for future Division funding until 
such non-compliance is cured. 
 

b. If any Project is not used for aviation purposes during its Useful Life, or if the 
airport for which the Project is funded ceases to function as a public airport, 
for twenty (20) years from the date of Project completion or at any time during 
the estimated useful life of the Project as defined in Table 1, whichever period 
is greater, the Airport Sponsor may be liable for repayment to the Division of 
any or all funds contributed by the Division under this agreement.  If the 
airport at which the Project is constructed is abandoned for any reason, the 
division may in its discretion discharge the Airport Sponsor from any repayment 
obligation upon written request by the Airport Sponsor. 



 
IV.AIRPORT SPONSOR STATE GRANT ASSURANCES 

 
1. Compatible Land Use.  Compatible land use and planning in and around 

airports benefits the state aviation system by providing opportunities for 
safe airport development, preservation of airport and aircraft operations, 
protection of airport approaches, reduced potential for litigation and 
compliance with appropriate airport design standards. The airport will take 
appropriate action, to the extent reasonable, to restrict the use of land 
adjacent to, in the immediate vicinity of, or on the airport to activities and 
purposes compatible with normal airport operations, including landing and 
takeoff of aircraft. 
 

2. On-Airport Hazard Removal and Mitigation.  The airport will take 
appropriate action to protect aircraft operations to/from the airport and 
ensure paths are adequately cleared and protected by removing, lowering, 
relocating, marking, or lighting or otherwise mitigating existing airport 
hazards and by preventing the establishment or creation of future airport 
hazards.   

 
3. Safe, Efficient Use, and Preservation of Navigable Airspace.  The airport 

shall comply with 14 CFR Part 77 for all future airport development and 
anytime an existing airport development is altered.   
 

4. Operation and Maintenance.  In regards to Projects that receive Division 
funding, the airport sponsor certifies that it has the financial or other 
resources that may be necessary for the preventive maintenance, 
maintenance, repair and operation of such projects during their Useful Life. 
 
The airport and all facilities which are necessary to serve the aeronautical 
users of the airport shall be operated at all times in a safe and serviceable 
condition.  The airport will also have in effect arrangements for: 

 
a. Operating the airport's aeronautical facilities whenever required; 
b. Promptly marking and lighting hazards resulting from airport conditions, 

including temporary conditions; and  
c. Promptly notifying airmen of any condition affecting aeronautical use of 

the airport. 
 

5. Airport Revenues.  All revenues generated by the airport will be expended by it 
for the capital or operating costs of the airport, the local airport system, or other 
local facilities owned or operated by the owner or operator of the airport for 
aviation purposes. 
 

6. Airport Layout Plan (ALP).  Once accomplished and as otherwise may be required 
to develop, it will keep up-to-date a minimum of an ALP of the airport showing (1) 
boundaries of the airport and all proposed additions thereto, together with the 
boundaries of all offsite areas owned or controlled by the sponsor for airport 
purposes and proposed additions thereto; (2) the location and nature of all existing 
and proposed airport facilities and structures (such as runways, taxiways, aprons, 
terminal buildings, hangars and roads), including all proposed extensions and 



reductions of existing airport facilities; and (3) the location of all existing 
improvements thereon. 
 

7. Use for Aviation Purposes.  The Airport Sponsor shall not use runways, taxiways, 
aprons, seeded areas or any other appurtenance or facility constructed, repaired, 
renovated or maintained under the terms of this Agreement for activities other 
than aviation purposes unless otherwise exempted by the Division. 

 
TABLE 1 

 

Project Type 
 

Useful Life 
 

a.   All construction projects (unless listed separately below) 
 

20 years 
 

b.  All equipment and vehicles 
 

10 years 
 

c.   Pavement rehabilitation (not reconstruction, which is 20 years) 
 

10 years 
 

d.   Asphalt seal coat, slurry seal, and joint sealing 
 

3 years 
 

e.   Concrete joint replacement 
 

7 years 

 f.   Permanent aviation fuel farms, including storage tanks, dispensing vehicles and 
related equipment* 15 years 

 

g.    Airfield lighting and signage 
 

10 years 
 

h.    Navigational Aids 
 

15 years 
 

i.   Buildings 
 

40 years 
 

j.    Land 
 

Unlimited 

 
*Temporary, non-permanent aviation fuel storage equipment (such as tank trailers and skid 
mounted self-contained storage tanks) that is used exclusively to facilitate the transition from 
100LL avgas to unleaded avgas is not subject to a specific useful life.  
 


