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To put Front Range ozone levels into per-
spective, Denver recorded an all-time high 8-
hour average of 310 ppb in 1972. Since the noto-
rious brown cloud era, local officials have 
made tremendous progress toward controlling 
dangerous levels of air pollution through ap-
propriate industrial regulations and vehicle 
emissions testing. Let’s keep it that way, minus 
the over-the-top media alarmism.

Dave Larison, Longmont
B B B

Bruce Finley’s piece on the ozone issue for 
Colorado sheds light on the growing threat of 
ozone. There is another factor that receives 
little attention, mostly because the public is 
largely unaware of what exists in the skies 
above us — lead!

Lead was prohibited in paint in 1978 and from 
the gas in our cars in 1996. But there remains a 
significant source of lead in the skies above us: 
it is in the aviation gas that smaller, piston en-
gine planes use. And, if you live anywhere near 
Rocky Mountain Metro Airport (RMMA), 
there is a huge source of this lead dust raining 
down on your home, schools, playgrounds and 
open space every day.

RMMA is owned and operated by Jefferson 
County, but the impact of this facility affects all 
of us. Tenants include five flight schools with 
nearly 200 piston engine planes flying over-
head daily; the airport derives income from 
them and other small plane owners through the 
sale of leaded aviation gas.

RMMA increased overall flights between 2018 
and 2020 by 11%. Flight schools burning lead gas 
account for hundreds of those flights every day. 
Now Jeffco is preparing to finalize a new master 
plan to grow its operations even more with a 
minimum of public input and without any study 
of the environmental impact this will have on 
the surrounding communities in Jefferson, 
Broomfield and Boulder counties. Even if the 
noise does not bother you, the air pollution and 
lead dust should be concerns for all.

Charlene Willey, Westminster

By Charles M. Blow
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If this phony “debate” over the 
obscure concept of critical 
race theory caught you off 

guard and unaware, you are not 
alone. But it is apparently part of a 
Republican political strategy to 
make race — or more precisely, 
the denial of American racism — 
a central (and winning) political 
issue for Republicans.

As David Siders reported 
Wednesday in Politico, the man-
tra “America is not a racist coun-
try” is emerging as “an early plank 
of the 2024 GOP contest.”

As Siders put it:
Top Democrats, including Pres-

ident Joe Biden and Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, have said 
publicly they don’t believe Ameri-
ca is a racist country. But Republi-
cans are hoping to portray the 
party as out of step with the think-
ing of mainstream America. And 
by attempting to harness light-
ning-rod issues such as critical 
race theory and “defund the po-
lice,” the GOP is signaling race 

will again be at the center of the 
2024 campaign.

We could go through how Re-
publicans are using a faux cam-
paign against critical race theory 
to prevent the accurate teaching 
of history, or how it is unmistak-
able that America is a racist coun-
try and that doesn’t require most 
individual Americans to be con-
sciously racist, and how “defund 
the police” is a completely logical 
proposal that, in most cases, is not 
about abolition of the police force 
but the reallocation of funds from 
the police to social services. But 
there is no use or need.

This is not a debate about facts, 
this is a debate about narratives. 
This is a “Lost Cause” redux. 
When the South lost the Civil 
War, revisionists there invented 
the propaganda narrative of the 
“Lost Cause,” positing that the 
fight had been honorable and 
righteous and not about maintain-
ing slavery but maintaining a su-
perior way of life. In this narra-
tive, slavery had been good and 
the enslaved treated relatively 
well, with many of the enslaved 

happy workers.
As Ty Seidule, professor emeri-

tus of history at West Point, wrote 
in “Robert E. Lee and Me: A 
Southerner’s Reckoning with the 
Myth of the Lost Cause,” “The 
Lost Cause created a flawed mem-
ory of the Civil War, a lie that 
formed the ideological foundation 
for white supremacy and Jim 
Crow laws, which used violent 
terror and de jure segregation to 
enforce racial control.”

We are in the midst of another 
Lost Cause moment. Conserva-
tives in this country lost a battle in 
the racial war after the publica-
tion of The 1619 Project by The 
Times and after the historic pro-
tests that engulfed the country 
and the world in the wake of the 
murder of George Floyd.

I’m not sure that I would call it a 
racial reckoning, but it was defi-
nitely a racial rousing.

America seemed willing to at 
least adjust the narrative about 
the country, how it was born and 
how it grew, who belongs and to 
whom a debt is due. But to many, 
this was the greatest of threats.

The ability and authority to 
create narrative — or to challenge 
or change it — is an awesome 
power. Some may call it a soft 
power, but I say soft like the cloud 
that unleashes the tornado.

Stories have the power to pro-
foundly move people, to create 
societal frameworks and the pre-
text for war and peace. The 
world’s greatest religions follow 
books that are essentially collec-
tions of stories.

It is the story and the ideal that 
create the American story and the 
American identity. The brave 
pilgrims who crossed the ocean 
and established thriving settle-
ments. The noble and indepen-
dent cowboy who pushes west. 
Lewis and Clark, Paul Bunyan, 
and Daniel Boone. It is the indus-
trial revolutionists, the Wright 
brothers and Henry Ford. It is the 
race to the moon, nuclear power 
and the invention of the internet.

The American narrative that we 
have built is mostly about the 
valor, brilliance and determina-
tion of white people. Largely ab-
sent from it is all of the pain, op-

‘The Lost Cause’ is back
pression and death that are woven 
into that story.

Absent is the enslavement, the 
massacres and lynchings. Absent 
are the broken treaties, the intern-
ment camps and racial exclusion 
laws. Absent are the Black Codes, 
Jim Crow and mass incarceration.

But many Americans like the 
sanitized version of their history 
— color-corrected and Photo-
shopped — and always have.

In their view, including Ameri-
ca’s horrors defiles America’s 
heroes.

So Republicans are on a politi-
cal crusade to protect lore and 
lies. They know that many Ameri-
cans, many of them their voters, 
will take a lie over guilt and atone-
ment, every day of the week. 
Many are lost causes in the mo-
rass of political tribalism, which 
makes them all the more open to 
Lost Cause propaganda. 
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Richard D. Lamm was a kind, 
humble and generous man. 
He was the kind of man who 

you could meet on the street in 
downtown Denver and walk away 
from the conversation never 
knowing he was the longest-serv-
ing governor in state history. 

Colorado will be poorer without 
him here offering his unvarnished 
and genuine takes on the most 
important policies of our time. 

Lamm served Colorado as gov-
ernor for three terms, and he did it 
well. He also championed the Uni-
versity of Denver, supporting the 
campus as it became an interna-
tionally recognized center of po-
litical thought. He was the execu-
tive director of the Center for 
Public Policy. 

Some might peg Lamm as a man 
of contradictions, but really he 
was simply a man of conviction — 
a man who championed women’s 
rights long before it was popular 
to do so. 

He chose a woman as his lieu-
tenant governor, appointed a 
woman to the state Supreme 
Court, and loosened state restric-
tions on abortion before Roe vs. 
Wade codified access to abortion 
early in pregnancy as a right pro-
tected by the Constitution. 

And yet Lamm’s personal policy 
on immigration was drastically 
different from that of the modern 
Democratic Party. 

“Immigration, particularly 
large-scale illegal immigration, is 
one of those issues where the po-
litical establishment of both par-
ties has consistently refused to 
take the public’s concerns serious-
ly. The public, including many 
people who did not vote for 
Trump, are serious about wanting 
the unending flow of illegal immi-
gration halted,” Lamm wrote for 
The Denver Post’s opinion pages 

The Open Forum Letters to the Editor

shortly after President Donald 
Trump was elected in 2016 with an 
anti-immigration platform fo-
cused on building a wall on our 
southern border and reducing the 
numbers of legal immigrants. 

Unlike Trump’s campaign, how-
ever, Lamm’s opposition to high 
immigration numbers in the U.S. 
was never tainted with racism, 
and he certainly never vilified 
those coming to the U.S. in search 
of better lives. Lamm served as an 
attorney for the state’s anti-dis-
crimination office before he be-
came governor. 

Modern Democrats may dis-
agree, as The Denver Post editori-
al board does, with Lamm’s assess-
ment that the rate of legal immi-
gration to the U.S. is unsustainable 
for America’s economy, but they 
cannot disagree with Lamm’s as-
sessment that it is a major concern 
for blue-collar American workers 
and that it helped carry Trump 
into office in 2016. 

And for the times Lamm found 
himself at odds with the body pol-
itic or the state’s chambers of 
commerce, he was rarely at odds 
with Colorado voters. Voters 
backed Lamm’s decision to spurn 
the U.S. Olympic Committee and 
refuse to host the 1976 Winter 
Olympics in Colorado. 

Imagine a modern-day politi-
cian turning down a potential eco-
nomic driver in favor of protect-
ing Colorado’s environment. 
Lamm wasn’t so much an anti-
growth Democrat so much as he 
opposed rapid growth that would 
deteriorate the quality of life in 
Colorado, and that included popu-
lation growth and his infamous 
“duty to die” position that lament-
ed the deleterious effects of lon-
ger life spans in America.

Lamm died a week before his 
86th birthday. 
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Colorado’s air quality is getting 
better but  room to improve
Re: “Ozone soars to 48% above federal limit,” 
July 24 news story

I find this flap over ozone to be seriously 
faulty. I’m in San Luis valley, and we’ve had 
plenty of smoke from Oregon, Arizona, Califor-
nia and New Mexico. Those temporary events 
are not caused by people in Denver metro.

But that does not stop “regulators” from 
blaming city area residents, though obviously 
the source for the sudden spike is not local 
vehicle use, but smoke from other states, re-
ported to have gone to East Coast as well.

Frankly, the entire fuss appears to be dishon-
est, as the real source — that all know — is be-
ing ignored, given minimal admissions of real 
cause. EPA has no right to downgrade Front 
Range because of awful fires far away. That’s a 
misuse, maybe an abuse, of power. If Denver or 
state officials have any spine, they need to ob-
ject loud and clear.

Margy Robertson, Monte Vista
B B B

While Front Range ozone levels continually 
bear monitoring, can we do without the blatant 
enviro-alarmism of Denver Post writer Bruce 
Finley?

The story headline itself is flawed in that the 
federal ozone health limit of 70 parts per billion 
is an 8-hour average, not a momentary spike at 
a local monitoring station that would be 48% 
above 70 parts per billion. Also, the story focus-
es on Front Range ozone levels, not “Colorado.”

It is noted that this year, average ozone levels 
at all 16 of the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment’s air-quality measur-
ing stations along the Front Range have topped 
72 parts per billion. But this is a minuscule 2 
ppb above the at-risk groups health limit of 70 
ppb and hardly triggers dire warnings. Keep in 
mind the federal ozone health limit was once 
80 ppb, then 75 ppb and now it’s been lowered 
to a very strict 70 ppb by the EPA.

The Post Editorial

Remembering 
Richard Lamm 
and his fight 
for Coloradans
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