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September 25, 2025 
 
The Honorable Senator Michael Bennet 
United States Senate 
 
Dear Senator Bennet: 
I am writing to urgently request your help in addressing both the noise and safety crises surrounding 
Rocky Mountain Metropolitan Airport (RMMA, KBJC). My constituents in Boulder County are bearing 
the brunt of decisions made without their input. 
 
Since June of this year, new flight paths have been implemented at RMMA with no meaningful 
community engagement. Residents in neighborhoods like Paragon Estates and Spanish Hills describe the 
impact as “nothing short of mind numbing.” They are now experiencing as many as 10 to 12 flights per 
hour—sometimes four or five in rapid succession—starting early in the morning and continuing until after 
dark. The worst offenders are single-engine training flights, often circling repetitively. 
 
What has compounded this frustration is a breakdown in public process. The Community Noise 
Roundtable (CNR), which once offered residents a voice, was dissolved soon after community members 
opposed the flight path changes. The FAA had previously indicated that the lack of consensus meant 
changes would not be implemented. Yet within months, new flight paths were imposed anyway, with no 
transparency and no recourse. When residents now seek help, they are told by RMMA to contact the 
FAA; the FAA, in turn, refuses to engage directly with affected citizens. At a recent RMMA open house, 
the FAA did not even appear. Constituents describe a demoralizing cycle lacking accountability. 
 
This problem is not limited to noise. Recent reporting by Colorado Public Radio revealed that RMMA 
leads the nation in “Potentially Significant Events” — serious safety incidents including runway 
incursions and airborne risks. The FAA’s own memo warned that RMMA’s unprecedented volume of 
training flights, combined with insufficient coordination between flight schools and controllers, has 
created conditions that elevate the risk of accidents. Put plainly, RMMA has become both one of the 
noisiest and least safe general aviation airports in the country. 
 
I am asking for your partnership to: 
 

 



 
Enhance Safety Oversight — Ensure the FAA follows through on its own recommendations for RMMA: 
tighter coordination among flight schools, better controller resources, and upgraded safety infrastructure. 
Consider whether capacity limits are warranted until the rate of safety incidents declines. 

Press the FAA for Accountability — Require the agency to explain why flight path changes were 
implemented despite public opposition and after the dissolution of the CNR, and insist on restoring a 
transparent, community-inclusive process. 

Secure Federal Noise Mitigation Funding — Direct funds toward sound insulation for homes, schools, 
and community centers in affected neighborhoods, and expand monitoring programs to track noise in real 
time. 

Reestablish Community Trust — Federal leadership is critical to restore accountability. Without 
intervention, residents will continue to feel ignored, and the airport’s growth will remain at odds with 
community well-being. 
 
Senator, the people I represent are not anti-airport. They recognize the role RMMA plays in Colorado’s 
economy and aviation system. But they should not be forced to endure relentless noise, sleepless nights, 
and elevated safety risks because the FAA is unwilling to engage and the airport is unwilling to 
compromise. They are pleading for relief and deserve to know that someone at the federal level is 
listening. 
 
I hope you will take up this cause and work with me to ensure RMMA operates safely, responsibly, and 
with respect for the communities it impacts. I would welcome the opportunity to brief you or your staff 
and to connect you with the residents who are living with these conditions every day. Thank you for your 
leadership and for your attention to this urgent matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Judy Amabile​
Colorado State Senator, District 18​
303-517-4698 

 
 
 


