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MEMORANDUM
To: RMMA Community Noise Roundtable (RMMACNR)
From: Jason R. Stoddard, Senior Airspace Analyst
Eugene M. Reindel, Vice President
Date: May 31, 2023
Subject: VFR Practice Areas

Reference: HMMH Project Number 22-0287A

Rocky Mountain Metropolitan Airport is home to numerous fixed wing and rotor wing flight schools.
Proper flight training is crucial to the immediate and long-term safety of not only those in the sky, but
those on the ground. Part of any proper flight training curriculum involves repetitious flights to areas
where training can be conducted in a relatively safe environment. One of these environments is a less
than clearly defined term — “VFR practice areas”.

VFR practice areas are designated airspace regions where pilots engage in training activities, such as
practicing various turns and maneuvers, under visual flight rules (VFR). Some areas can be designated
solely for the performance of aerobatics, while others primarily service glider, hang glider, ultralight and
parachute activities. Typically, these areas are situated in airspace that is amenable to such activities,
and clear of any primary departure or arrival routes to surrounding airports. VFR practice areas are
largely developed and maintained by local flight schools and general aviation pilots.

One resource we have found to be valuable regarding the topic of VFR practice areas in Colorado is the
Colorado Pilots Association. Their website provides updated .kml files depicting all the known VFR
practice areas in Colorado. The Colorado Pilots Association does not create or define the practice areas,
so it is always prudent to confirm locations with local flight instructors. Figures depicting known VFR
practice areas are provided in attachments A-E.

Attachment A depicts the VFR practice areas most likely to be used by student pilots departing from
RMMA. The practice areas start roughly 9 nautical miles north of RMMA and have various subdivisions
extending out to approximately 26 nautical miles from RMMA. These practice areas all share a common
frequency and utilize the airspace below 10,000 ft MSL. When comparing the airspace depicted in
Attachment A to the practice areas depicted in Attachments B-E, it is evident that based on proximity
alone, the VFR practice areas to the north of RMMA would be preferred.

Since the establishment and regulation of VFR practice areas relies solely on local coordination, changes
to established boundaries as well as entry and exit procedures can be amended to create a benefit for
the local community while still allowing for the necessary training of student pilots. This philosophy is
reiterated by the Colorado Pilots Association’s April 7, 2023 document 2023 SW, SE, and NE Practice
Area Updates and Procedures for the Denver Area which says, “As we try to work with the communities
we affect with our operations, some practice areas will be removed or re-shaped to account for
community developments.”!

"https://coloradopilots.org/docs.ashx?id=1143259
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